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is not white. Ash coloured legs with webs between the fingers. Small lining of white

feathers may be present around eyes. Sound is whistling type. Sexes are alike. Habit:

Single or flocks. Sociable. Habitat: Fairly common bird found in almost all water

logged areas. Vegetation rich areas more preferred. Vegetation covered inland

wetlands, tanks, lakes, marshes etc. Status: Resident. Local migration is due to water

conditions. Food: Similar to other whistling ducks and composed of vegetarian food

and also hsh, small aquatic organisms. Nesting: Monsoon period (June - October).

Nest may be found in trees or around aquatic vegetation. Both sexes share nesting

duties. Eggs: Up to 12, white. Distribution: Throughout Kerala. Kole wetlands,

many times local people report the presence of this species near the paddy fields with

ducklings.

Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

18. Species Name: Brahminy shelduck Tadornaferruginea (Pallas, 1764)

Size of this bird is about 60-67 cm. Sexual dimorphism is seen on the

colouration of birds. Male bird has a blach band on neok area. It's colour is increased

during breeding season. Head is of some what yellow coloured. Wings are metallic

black colour during flight and tail is black coloured. Female has no such bands. All
other character is same. It has another name as ruddy shelduck. Habit: Single or

Pairs. Habitat: Rivers, ponds, fresh water areas, wetlands, muddy shores etc. Status:

Winter visitor. Food: Fishes, frog, reptiles, aquatic organisms and aquatic plants.

Nesting: Not recorded in Kerala. It is a high altitude nester. Nest usually in holes.

Egg: 6--10 white- Distribution: Kannur and also found at purathur in the estuary of
Bharathapuzha.

Order: Anserif,ormes

Famity: Anatidae

19. Species Name: Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos(Pennant, 1769)

Sexual dimogphism is found clearly among these birds. Upper part of bird is
metallic bluish coloured and the tail is black and wings are in a composition of black

and metallic green. During flight the colouration of wings is clearly visible. Neck is

white coloured but the head part is spotted with dark. Beak is flattened and it has a

fleshy region in case of male and it is absent in case of female which is a special

character to this bird. Ash coloured legs with webs between fingers. Habit: Small

grouPs (up to 4 or l0) or large flocks of 25-30 individuals. Habitat: Ponds, lakes,

l3



(

tanks, fresh water wetlands, reedy bunded tanks, jheels in well wooded plain

countries, grazing method of feeding followed but perching on trees are also reported.

Status: Resident. Local movements also reported. Food: Frogs, reptifes, fishes,

aquatic organisms and aquatic plant parts. Distribution: Wayanad, Maranchery Kole

wetlands, Trichur.

Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

20. Species Name: Cotton TealNettapus coromandelianus (Gmelin, l7S9)

This bird has another name as Cotton pygmy goose. The size may be about

33-35 cm. It is the smallest bird of its kind; sexual dimorphism is distinct in the case

of this bird. The male bird is metallic green coloured on its wing, patches of white and

black follows it. A colour like appearance around neck is also met. The metallic

colour some times becomes black. The female bird is having no colour appearance. It

is duller in colour when compared to male. Metallic colour also considerabfy reduced.

Lower parts are white for both sexes. Head has a black patch on forehead region.

Immature are brown, ashy coloured. Sound lb like a quacking. Habit: Singfe or Pairs.

Small flocks (5-15 individuals), occasionally 50 individuals, 500 individuals recorded

from Mysore by Phythian Adams. Habitat: All most all fresh water areas. Vegetation

covered inland wetlands, tanks, such as ponds, tanks, rivers, paddy fields, wetlands,

shallow areas etc. Food: All type of aquatic organisms including vegetable food.

Vegetarian food includes parts of aquatic plants. Nesting: During South West

monsoon ie from July to September. It use trees found near or around water bodies,

and this bird is a hole nester. Eggs: 6-12 white. Distribution: Throughout Kerala and

Kole wetlands.

Order: Anseriformes

Family: Anatidae

21. Species Name: Spotbilled duckAnas poecilorhyncha J.R. Forester l78l
As the name indicates it has colour spots on bill. The male has a real patch on

the base of the flattened bill and the bill is black coloured, edge of the bill is yellowish

coloured. In female red patch is absent and it is a diagnostic character. Male has black

colour on back sides, white metallic greenish patch on wings. Belly part has white

lines, on the black coloured feathers and leg is reddish colour. Female is having two

patch of brown on head. The size may be of about 55-60 cm. Sound is similar to

'quacking' of other ducks. Mostly it is a silent one. Habit: Pairs or small groups.
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PLATE 1

a. Little grebe ( Tachybaptus ruficollis) b. Little cormorant (Phalacrocorex niger)

c. Darter or Snake bird
(Anhin ga melano gas t er)

d. Little egret (Egretta garzetta)

e. Large egret (Casmerodius albus) f. Median egret (Mesophoyx intermedia)



PLATE 2

a. Cattle egret (Bubulcus ibis)

c" Asian openbill stork
(Anastomus oscitans)

t' Spot-billed duck
t ^1nu. Ilu ,r't-'ilrtrhTsncha)

b" Cattle egret in the paddy field

d. Comb duck (Sarkidiornis
melanotos)

f. Brahminy krte (,!{ultdt{ttt tnultts I



PLATE 3

a. Grey francolin
(F r an c o linus p on di c e ri anu s)

c. Whitebreasted waterhen
(Amaurornis phoenicurus)

e. Brottze-winged j acana
(Metopidius indicus)

b. Red spur fowl (Galloperdix spadicea)

d. Pheasant-tailed jacana

(Hy d*p h as i anus chirurgus)

f. Water cock (Gallicrex cinerea)



PLATE 4

a. Common moorhen (Gallinula
chloropus)

c. Alexandrine parakeet
(Psittacula eupatria)

b. Whiskered tern (Chlidonias hybndus)

d. Indian hanging parrot (Loriculus vernalts)

e Emerald dov e (Chalcophaps indica) f. Mottled wood owl (Srrr \ ocallttttr t
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PLATE 5

a. Jungle owlet (Glaucidium radiatum) b. Spotted owl et (Athene brama)

c. Indian scops owl (Otus bakkamoena) d. Small blue kingfisher (Alcedo atthis)

e. Strok-billed kingerfisher
(Halcyon capensis)

f. Lesser pied kingfisher (Ceryle rudis')



PLATE 6

a. Bluetailed bee eater (Merops philippinus) b. Common hoopoe (Upupa epops)

c. Red-whiskered bulbul
(Pycnonotus jocosus)

e. Oriental magpie robin
(Copsychus saularis)

d. Yellow-browed bulbul
(Iole indica)
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f. Common myna (Acridotheres tristis)



PLATE 7

a. Black-naped oriole (Oriolus chinensis) b. Greate'r racket-tailed drongo (Dicrurus
parodiseus)

c. Jungle crow (Corttus macrorltynchos)




